
SERMON - THE JOY OF FINDING THE LOST, Luke 15 
 

1. "3So He told them this parable, saying, 4“What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep 
and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the 
one which is lost until he finds it? 5“When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
6“And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7“I tell you that in the same way, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance."  (Lk 15:3-7) 

a. This is the parable of the Lost Sheep. Jesus Teaches Deep Truths in Simple 
Parables 

b. First, we see that sheep are lost when away from the Shepherd.  
i. We've all lost something and sometimes we have had relief and joy to find it 

again.  
ii. You go to the Lost and Found. 
iii. Jesus preached to the Lost sheep of Israel.  
iv. First, to the Jews: "Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel." Mt 10:6.  

They have been "a sheep without a Shepherd." Mt 9:36  
v. With the saving of Zaccheus, "the Son of man has come to seek and to save the 

lost." Lk 19:10 
c. Second, we see that it takes great effort to go out and find the one lost sheep. 

i. The effort says that he went out into the wilderness. Reminds us of Luke 14 
where it says to go invite guests from all over from the highways and byways, Lk 
14:21 

ii. Whenever we need to find something that it has great value we are willing to go 
to Great Lengths to find it. It could cost money and time and even risk of life. 

d. Third, note the joy. When the Sheep is found the joy is so great that you tell your 
friends. And this telling is a quite natural expression. It's not about boasting a personal 
glory for your effort, but is just happiness that one has been found. 

e. THIS REMINDS US, AS DO THE REST OF THE SCRIPTURES THE  
SYMPATHY GOD HAS FOR THE LOST. SORROW AND SADNESS TURNS TO JOY.  

f. What is the point? The point has to do with joy in heaven over one sinner who repents. 
i. "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance." 15:7 
ii. Repents? Lost sheep must repent to be found and bring joy in heaven. To go 

and call the lost to Jesus means calling for those lost sheep to repent. Salvation 
can't come unless the Lost are pricked in their hearts and turn from their sin so 
that God can be gracious to them. 

iii. A person who is thoroughly trained in "faith alone" for salvation doctrine has a 
struggle with understanding why Jesus said to a young man to give up all of his 
possessions. These faith only people do not understand why Jesus would say 
twice that rejoicing is over those that repent.  

 
2. THE LOST COIN, "8 Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not 

light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9“When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin which I had lost!’ 10“In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” vv8-10 

a. Once again, something is lost. 



b. Here again we see the great effort put out to find something of value. The woman lights 
her lamp, she sweeps the whole house, and she searches carefully. Why? Because the 
coin is lost and she values it. 

i. Yesterday I was walking across the parking lot and saw a shiny penny. And I did 
not bend over to pick it up but kept walking. I did not value that Penny enough to 
even bend over and pick it up. 

ii. But this coin had value and the woman searched and searched to find it 
c. Finding it brought great joy as finding the Sheep did. There was so much joy that she 

told her neighbors so that they would rejoice. There's something about finding the lost 
that makes us happy. 

i. This call for the friends to rejoice suggest that they should sympathize with the 
predicament of losing something of value and rejoice too.  

d. Point. It is cause for joy when the lost are found and saved. "Likewise, I say to you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 15:10. 

i. Sheep and coins do not repent. But sinners do and we must.  
e. When we go out to rescue the lost, we need to confront them with their own sins and 

call for them to repent. GRAPHIC 
 

3. THE LOST SON,, vv11-32 READ 
a. Everyone is familiar with the story of The Prodigal Son who after wandering away into 

the world it says he came to his senses and return to his father in verse Lk.15:21. 
b. This is a story of a son turning from his father to a world of sin.  
c. But it's also about him coming to his senses and coming back to the father's graces.  
d. The sinful condition: "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything 

together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his 
estate with loose living." V13 

i. His brother says this loose living, riotous living was among the harlots, v30.  
ii. This explains why we are lost. Disobedience and sinful living.  
iii. You can see that he was in a miserable state. And whether we know it or want to 

admit it when we're not walking with God that is our state too. 
iv. Here is depicted for us the depth of depravity through which sinners will go. It is 

an awful state to be in. 
v. Jesus' parable is universally understood as we can all identify because many a 

young man and lady have departed from the way their parents would have them 
go. 

vi. "We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way." Isa. 
53:6. 

e. God loves for sinners to come home.  
But here is the good news the boy came home and the father received him with open 
arms and celebrated his homecoming. 

i. "but thou art a God ready to pardon..." (Neh. 9:17).  This is our God. 
f. Jesus strongly shows God expects His Son to Repent: "18 I will get up and go to my 

father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”’ 20“So 
he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21“And 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son." (Lk 15:18-21) 



g. God has given His Son that men might give their lives:  
Which reminds us of something else that Isaiah said,"and the lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all." Isa 53 

i. When Sinners return to the Lord God forgives the repentant and he lays the guilt 
upon Jesus Christ and allows his sacrifice to pay the debt for our sin. 
 

4. CLOSING THOUGHTS 
a. Some don't appreciate: "1Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near 

Him to listen to Him. 2Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, 
“This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 15:2. 

i. Sinners we coming to Him. He attracted sinners because He came to "seek and 
save the lost." Lk19:10. 

b. We Learn What Makes God happy:  
Indeed he does and the sentiments of the father Express how God feels about 
repentant Sinners who returned to him. Read the words in verse 32 that's a, "it was right 
that we should make Merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, 
and was lost and is found." (15:32) 

i. Great joy only arises from the being sympathetic to man's lost state.  
c. Sinners Need to Repent: If we are sinners and walking outside of God's grace this 

message is for us to repent. Do we know that sin has risked our very soul and that God 
is waiting with open arms for sinners to repent?  

d. Teach the Lost: If we are children of the Kingdom the son who has always lived in the 
Lord's House, we are to be as the angels in heaven rejoicing when the Lost are found 
and we need to seek with diligence those who are lost and bring them back to the Lord. 

e. God certainly knows the value of a soul. Jesus teaches the parables so that we know 
the value of bringing Repentant sinners to him.  


